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To: Larry Krissek, Chair, Committee on Curriculum and Instruction (CCI)

From: James Fredal, Chair, CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical 

Sciences Subcommittee

Re: Semester Conversion Proposal for the Molecular Genetics Minor

Date: May 18th, 2011

Larry:

As you may have guessed, the Sciences subcommittee met to discuss the semester conversion proposal for the Molecular Genetics minor and approved it unanimously.  It has been affected (not effected) by  many of the same changes that affected the MG BS degree, including the merger of MG 605 and 606 (Molecular Genetics I and II) into one semester course, MG 4506 (this is listed still as 5606 in several places in the proposal).  For the minor, MG 4500 will also be an acceptable substitute.  Minors will now also be able to take MG 5640, Molecular Genetics, as part of the core sequence, along with 5607 (Cell Biology) and 5608 (Genes and Development).  Finally, the two embedded Honors courses, 5607E and 5608E will be available to minors as well.  

A few changes are also specific to the minor, generally intended to make the minor more flexible and less onerous for students to complete.  Organic chemistry has been eliminated as a prerequisite, and biochemistry has been eliminated from the required core.  Whereas under quarters, the minor was made up of seven prerequisites and a required core of six classes, under semesters the minor will be made up of only four prerequisites and three required classes. The remainder of the minor will be filled with electives.

As I mentioned, there are a few places in the document where MG 4606 is referred to as 5606 (its original number).  All the rest of our suggested changes and corrections were addressed, so we figured it was ready to go forward.

Thanks

Jim Fredal

cc: Bernadette Vankeerbergen
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